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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

December 27, 2020 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 

joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 

usher or other volunteer.  

If you are worshipping online, we would love to see just what kind of impact our worship 

services are making. Please fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're 

worshiping from and how we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at 

www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You can also contact us with any questions or prayer requests 

via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634). 

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC 

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 

to a minimum, especially when inside the building. Please feel free to worship from 

the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of people in the 

sanctuary.  

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, and kleenex are available in the 

Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on the west side of the 

worship space. 

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the bible readings and 

hymns are available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them. 

† Your offering and connect card can be placed in the slots on the top of the Information 

Booth in the Welcome Center. If you have a smartphone, you can fill out the online 

connect card. Empty offering plates will be brought forward and placed on the altar 

to symbolize our sacrifice to God. 

† Children’s bulletins can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome 

Center. If your children become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The 

Children’s Message will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited 

forward. Please keep them with you in your pew. 
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 

pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 

dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 

as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 

with you and dispose of it properly. 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Do this! Don’t do that! Obedience is cherished in our families and 

societies. But we know all too well that obedience is lacking. And this is 

not just true out in the world; it is true in our hearts. This makes the 

obedience of the God-man Jesus all the more amazing and necessary. He 

obeyed his parents but, more importantly, he obeyed the will of his 

Father and longed to carry out that will, no matter the cost. Thank you, Jesus, for your 

obedience! 

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is white, which signifies the perfection of Jesus in the 

midst of this sinful world. 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 

by permission: www.wartburgproject.org 

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 

 

  

  

 
1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.   

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN Once Again My Heart Rejoices | CW 37 (1-4) 
Verse 1-Pastor; 2-Women; 3-Men; 4-All 

Please stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP    

Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

Congregation (C):  And also with you.  

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

C:   Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M:   God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 

his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will. 

C:   Amen.  

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M:     In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Response: Once Again My Heart Rejoices | CW 37 (5-6) 
Verse 5-All; 6-All 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:   Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our 

human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and 

transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen. 
Be seated. 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON   Exodus 20:8-12 

God declares his demands for obedience. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!  

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 84 | CW p.96  

Spoken Responsively 

All: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.  
 

M: How lovely is your dwelling place, 

 O LORD Almighty. 

C: My soul yearns, even faints, 

 For the courts ′of the LORD. 

M: Blessed are those who dwell in your house; 

 They are ever praising you. 
 

All: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

M:  Better is one day in your courts 

 Than a thousand elsewhere; 

C: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

 Than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

M: O LORD Almighty, 

 Blessed are they who trust in you. 
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All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 And to the Holy Spirit, 

 As it was in the beginning, 

 Is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

All: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.  

SECOND LESSON   Hebrews 2:10-18 

Jesus is able to help us when we are tempted. 

After the reading, the announcement is made:  

M:   The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!  

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M:  Alleluia! He has remembered his mercy and his faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

C:  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia! (Psalm 98:3) 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL   Luke 2:41-52 

Jesus' obedience is our obedience.  

After the reading, the announcement is made:  

M:    This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C:   Praise be to you, O Christ!  
Be seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE. 

HYMN  The Only Son from Heaven | CW 86 
Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-Women; 4-All   

SERMON  This Child Is about His Father's Business      

Please stand. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH    Apostles’ Creed   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 

there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
Be seated 

THANK OFFERING  
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 

the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 

WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.   

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 

you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 

website’s giving page. 

MUSICAL OFFERING    

Please stand.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Glory, honor, and praise be to you, O heavenly Father, for sending your Son. who 

became like us.  

C:  Being true God, he did not consider himself too far above us to put on our flesh 

and be called our brother.  

M:  Even though he was above all angels and laws, he submitted to the laws intended 

for us, even as a youth. 

C:  His lifelong obedience to your will is the only way your law could be fulfilled. 

M:  We confess, Lord God, that we are not even worthy of your consideration. The laws 

you have given us to keep, we have broken.  

C:  We have been impatient in waiting for the fulfillment of your promises; we have 

failed to rejoice in your mercy.  

M:  For these and other transgressions, forgive us, O Lord. We also ask that you would 

give us a proper understanding of our mission in this life.  

C:  Strengthen us by your Spirit to fulfill it.  
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Special prayers and intercessions 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent Prayer 

M:  Maintain peace on our city streets, justice in our courts, and love in our homes. We 

ask all these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who has 

taught us also to pray: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen.   
Be seated.  

HYMN  To Shepherds as They Watched by Night | CW 53 
Verse 1-All; 2-Pastor; 3-All; 4-Women; 5-Men; 6-All   

Please stand.  

CLOSING PRAYER  

M:   Let us pray together. 

C:   O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,  

 and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 

shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+)   

give you peace. 

C:   Amen.  
Be seated.  

 

CLOSING HYMN Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice | CW 377 (1,6,7,8) 
Verse 1-All; 6-Women; 7-Men; 8-All   
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS 

1.  Exodus 20 contains the 10 Commandments, but the verses selected for today (8-12), 

only cover the 3rd and 4th Commandments? In what ways do these two 

commandments connect to the account of Jesus in Luke 2:41-52? What comfort can 

we draw from this connection? 

 

 

 

2. How do we see both respect and correction in Jesus’ response to his mother Mary in 

Luke 2:49? How does this highlight the unique relationship between Jesus and 

Mary? 

 

 

 

3. Even though we may be curious about other events from Jesus’ childhood, this 

account in Luke 2:41-52 is the only event recorded in Scripture. Yet we can 

confidently say that Scripture lacks nothing. For what reasons is that true? 

 

 

 

 

4. Jesus’ substitutionary work for us is sometimes divided into his active obedience 

(Christ’s fulfillment of the law by keeping all the commandments perfectly for all 

sinners) and his passive obedience (Christ’s suffering of the penalties that we 

deserve for breaking God’s law). How many references to each type of obedience can 

you find in all three readings from today? How does this distinction help us better 

understand Jesus and his work for us? 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NO SUNDAY STUDY TODAY - OFFICES CLOSED 

Our staff is taking a little break over the holidays to spend extra time with family. 

Therefore there is no bible study or catechism class next Sunday, Dec. 28. The office will 

be open very limited hours between Christmas Eve and New Year's Day, so please call 

ahead instead of just stopping by. 

FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH Jan. 7 | 6:30PM 

Start the new year with our new Bible information class. Pastor Plagenz will walk you 

through Foundations of the Christian Faith, a course comprised of work from numerous 

pastors in our synod. The twelve lessons cover the basics of Christianity and what we 

believe and teach at St. Paul’s. Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for weeks or decades, this 

course will teach you something new. Come to be refreshed with the core teachings of the 

Bible and to expand your knowledge. Better yet, invite a friend to come study with you. 

THE SISTER CIRCLE HANDBOOK Dec. 29 | 9:45 AM 

Women Walking in the Word is beginning a new study this Tuesday, December 29th, 

based on the book "The Sister Circle Handbook."  We will explore our God-given gifts and 

hopefully discover new ways to use them in everyday life. Please join us at 9:45 AM in the 

Resource Center. Contact Judy Anderson at 714-423-5922 for more information. 

NOW HIRING: PART-TIME JANITOR  

We are seeking a self-motivated person to carry out janitorial duties at the church and 

school. Some responsibilities are taking out trash, cleaning the cafeteria, sweeping and 

mopping all floors in the school building, cleaning bathrooms, re-filling bathroom 

supplies, and picking up trash around the building.  The hours are Monday-Friday 5:00 

to 9:00 PM (20 hours per week). To apply contact Larry Wesenberg at 715-424-4996 or 

lwes@wctc.net. 

  

New Years' Eve Communion Service 
Dec. 31 at 6:30 PM 
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CALENDAR            December 27-January 3 

SUNDAY               8:00 AM Worship  

 10:30 AM Worship  
    

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
    

THURSDAY  6:30 PM New Year's Eve Communion Service 
 

SUNDAY      8:00 AM Worship 

 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

 9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center  

 10:30 AM Worship  

 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 

Last Week’s Attendance: 166    

From July 1, 2020 to December 18, 2020  
Actual ministry income:  $453,421 

Actual cost of ministry:   $487,188          

Mortgage balance:  $1,318,628 

 

TV SCHEDULE (Solarus 3 & Spectrum 985) 

Dec. 27 at 6:00PM - School Christmas Service 

Dec. 30 at 1:00PM - Christmas Eve Service         

WHAT'S THAT BOX?   

Additional Christmas gifts to St. Paul’s will help ease the pressure of 

trying to keep a balance between weekly offerings and monthly 

expenses. It may even allow us to expand some ministries so that more 

lives can be touched with the gospel message. If you want to give an 

extra, over-and-above gift to your St. Paul’s family, please place it in the 

wrapped gift box in the Welcome Center.

 
The Sunday Bible Study 

 resumes next week, 

January 3. 
 

TOPIC: MILLENNIALISM 

 

Meet in the cafeteria 

9:15-10:15AM 

To join via Google Meet, 

contact the pastor. 



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634   |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 
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